The flow volume curve as a diagnostic tool.
The flow volume curve is useful for differentiating the various types of airway abnormalities. The conventional spirometric data have not been very useful in this regard, and therefore flow volume curves are now used as an adjunct measure in most laboratories in which pulmonary function is measured clinically. This article reviews the basic physiological concepts underlying the usefulness of the flow volume curve and describes the abnormalities which can be detected by this technique, with special reference to its role in clinical medicine.